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promised SPA\7N more than three years ago.
'S?'ith 

the coho facing imminent extinction, described by the
US National Marine Fisheries Service as being in an
"extinction vortex," SPA'WN felt it had no choice but to
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MARIN COHO SPIRAL TO\UTARD EXTINCTION
SPA\7N PRESSES COUNTY To PRoTECT cRITICAL SALMON HABITAT

The moratorium came and went and Marin County
Supervisors still failed to take any regulatory action to
protect the coho's spawning and nursery grounds. The
Counry then asked SPA\7N to give it an additional 7 more
months, and SPA\7N yet again granted the Counry more
time to meet its legal obligations to protect the coho's
critical habitat.

And yet again the County failed to act. The Counry now
says it will be at least a couple more years before it enacts
better creek-side habitat protections, and it still has not
even enacted a new tree protection ordinance that it

Marint coho population continues to slide toward

extinction, after experiencing the third year in a row of

extremely low numbers of returning spawning ftsh.

Coho have a total life span of three years, which means
with the dismal numbers this year, all three year-classes
have experienced declines of more than 90olo in two short
(3-yr) generatiqnsl Compared to historic populations of
50 years ago, the coho numbers have declined by nearly
994/o.

SPA\Y/N already knew the fish were facing extinction years
agq. when it called on Marin Counry (beginning in 2002)
to enact and enforce better regulations to protect the most
important spawning and nursery grounds, located in the
Lagunitas \Tatershed in \7est Marin County.

lVhen the County failed to act over a period of years, and
with the fish sliding toward extinction, SPA\XfN threatened
to sue the Counry in2OO7, when it enacted its new
Counry-Wide Plan with inadequate protections for coho.

At this point, Marin Counry Supervisors agreed to propose
a two-year creekside building moratorium (enacted from
2008-10), while it completed more studies and could create
new ordinances to protect the coho's critical habitat.



Restorat ion helps val ley residents and enhances

Roads and banks projects reduce

sediment and improve safetY

SPA\7N i s  t ack l i ng  seve ra l  l a rge  res to ra t i on

p ro jec t s  t h roughou t  t he  San  Geron imo  Va l l ey

io  
" t t i t t  

l ando -wners  and  enhance  the  wa te rshed

fo r  coho  sa lmon  and  s tee lhead  t rou t '  SPA\7N

secu red  ove r  $500 ,000  i n  s ta te  and  fede ra l

f unds  and  mob i l i zed  vo lun tee rs  t o  p rov ide  these

se rv i ces  a t  no  cos t  t o  va l l ey  res iden ts .

The  Roads  P ro jec t
I n  2010 ,  SPA\7N improved  ove r  two  m i l es  o f

non -coun ty -ma in ta ined  roads  on  E .  C in tu ra ,

A r royo ,  an 'd  o the r  roads  du r i ng  the  f i r s t  phase

of  the Roads Project .  SPA\7N and the Paci f ic

\ f l a te rshed  Assoc ia tes  (P \ fA )  a re  on to  Phase  I I ,

wh i ch  w i l l  f ocus  on  Pa rk  S t .  and  Con i fe r  Rd '

i n  \Toodac re .  Roads  a re  t a rge ted  fo r  repa i r  t o

reduce  sed imen t  run -o f f .  Ro l l i ng  d ips ,  d i t ch

re l i e f  cu l ve r t s ,  ou t s l op ing ,  and  o the r  t echn iques

w i l l  b e  a p p l i e d .

B ioeng inee r i ng  Banks

SPAS7N,  wo rk ing  w i th  P runuske  Cha tham,  I nc ' ,

i s  imp lemen t i ng  seve ra l  c reek  bank  res to ra t i on

p ro jec t s  t o  P ro tec t  l andowner  p rope r t i es  and

i -p tou .  . t . i k  hab i t a t  f o r  endange red  sa lmon '

The  p ro jec t s  app l y  b ioeng inee r i ng  techn lgu t t

and  na t i ve  r i pa i i an  p lan t i  t o  P ro tec t  banks  o f

San  Geron imo  Creek  and  i t s  t r i bu ta r i es .

La te r  t h i s  yea r ,  SPA\7N w i l l  conduc t  pub l i c .

hands -on  workshops  to  d i ssemina te  know ledge

abou t  b ioeng inee r i ng  techn iques  and  f i sh -

f r i end l y  d i r t  r oad  rePa i r s .

'Woody 
Debr is

Th i s  sumr4e r ,  SPA\7N,  wo rk ing  w i th  t he  D ragon
'F l v  

S t ream Enhancemen t  f i rm ,  w i l l  i ns ta l l
; , ' l a rge  woody  deb r i s  s t ruc tu res  i n  San  Geron imo

CrJek  to  improve  hab i t a t  comp lex i t y  f o r  coho '

I ns ta l l i ng  l ogs  and  roo twads  i n  t he  c reek  w i l l

p rov ide  i ou . t  and  c rea te  poo l  hab i t a t '

S tay  t uned  fo r  a  chance  to  v i s i t  t hese  s i t es  and

lea in  t he  bene f i t s  o f  i n - s t ream woody  deb r i s !

The  Assoc ia t i on  o f  Bay  A rea  Gove rnmen ts

funded  the  roads  and  banks  p ro jec t s .  The

Depar tmen t  o f  F i sh  and  Game p rov ided
'  

*dd i t i o . t a l  f unds  fo r  t he  roads  p ro jec t  and

suppo r ted  the  woody  deb r i s  p ro jec t .

Collaboration with local ranches
"or habitat restorationopens acres f l

Dur ing  the  pas t  yea r ,  SPA\?N began  work  a t  t he

Strarrs"Fami iy  Ranch to improve wat-er  qu.a l i ty

runn ing  i n to  Toma les  Bay ,  whe re  coho  sa lmon

smo l t s  i r " n r fo r rn  f r om f reshwa te r  f i sh  i n to  sa l twa te r

f i sh ,  as  t hey  m ig ra te  t o  t he  ocean '  and  where  they

reve rse  the 'p roc le . s  18  mon ths  l a te r '  SPA\7N p lan ted

t rees  and  ,h r r ' r b ,  a l ong  the  e rod ing  banks  o f  a  c reek

tha t  w i l l  s t ab i l i ze  t he  so i l  and  shade  the  wa te r '

A t  t he  F lande rs  Ranch ,  ne  a r  t he  he  adwa te rs  o f  t he

wa te rshed ,  wo rk  i nc luded  road  repa i r s  t o  reduce

sed imen ta t i on ,  r ep lac ing  a  damaged  cu l ve r t  t o
p reven t  road

Above:  SPA' !VN,  w i th  PWA,  rep laced an  o ld

cu lver t  a t  F landers  Ranch and regraded the

ad iacent  road to  decrease sed iment  and run-o f f

f low ing  in to  the  seasona l  c reek .

fa i lure;  and
p l a n t i n g
hund reds  o f
na t i ves  g rown
in SPA\(N's
nu rse ry  t o
s tab i l i ze  a
s teep  bank
and  even tua l l y
p rov ide
improved
hab i ta t  and
shade for
w i l d l i f e .

Contact  Aaron
at aaron@
sPawnusa .o rg
i f  you have a
creek bank or
road  p rob lem!

coho habi tat

Newly planted nat ives at  Straus Fami ly Ranch beside Tomal is Bay'


